Writing Assignments Policy and Procedure

Students must complete all writing assignments.  There seven total writing assignments as designated by the course schedule.  
Format
· 11-12 font, 1.5 -2 spacing
· Times New Roman, Calabri or a reasonably similar font, 
· Clearly labeled with the students name and which Chapter the assignment is for.  No other header information is necessary and points will be deducted if further information is included.   In other words, don't create a big header to fill up space and don't re-print the question. 
· Minimum requirement of two full pages.  There is no maximum limit.  Points will be deducted if page requirements are not met.
· Please submit Word or .pdf files only.  Online submissions only through Blackboard
Due Date
Writing Assignments are due every Sunday by 11.59pm in the week the Chapter has been assigned.  No late papers accepted.
Technology Policy
If you receive some type of error while submitting that will prevent you from meeting deadlines, please take a screenshot with a time stamp as documentation.  If no screenshot is possible, write down exactly what the error was.  Students are required to email the instructor as soon as possible with documentation of the problem as well as a copy of the writing assignment. 
Directions
The assignments will take the form of an investigation into an empirical case or situation (historical or current event).  You may be required to complete an additional reading to gain context information.  Students will then be asked to analyze this new information or form an opinion using chapter ideas and material.  You will be applying chapter theories and concepts to real world, current events.
You must justify your choice by producing a logical argument, grounded in theories and concepts of the chapter and backed by empirical findings and examples from the additional readings.   You may bring in outside sources but are not required to.  If you do, provide a brief bibliography at the end of the paper.  Keep strictly to the empirical case and questions provided.  The outside sources may consist of scholarly articles and books as well as news stories from credible sources. No quotes,  put ideas into your own words.  You will lose points if quotes are used.  Do not ever bring in and cite Wikipedia.  Ever.  Never.
To repeat, use the ideas and concepts of the chapter to explain your position or opinions in the writing assignment.
Here is an example:
Bad Argument: ``There is no point in negotiating with the Taliban because they are terrorists and terrorists are stupid and they deserve bad things and we don't negotiate with terrorists.''  No points awarded because this is an opinion not backed by any analysis or information you learned in the chapter.  Also, no specific information is brought in from the additional readings.
Good Argument:  ``There is no point in negotiating with the Taliban because talks will ultimately fail.  The barrier to negotiation is issue indivisibility.  As you can see by the stated US goals of ...[found in the reading] and the stated goals of the Tailiban ...[found in the reading], there is a very wide divergence of preferences that would essentially eliminate any bargaining range were an acceptable agreement could be found.  These views are diametrically opposed and thus we get issue indivisibility.'' Full Credit because the writing referenced course material correctly, cited were it applied to the reading and made a logical argument.

Remember, you may state whatever opinion or view you want but you must justify it through course readings and concept (applied correctly).  Hint: Always relate it back to the general analytical framework (interests, interaction, institutions and bargaining).


	Students makes logical argument using course ideas backed up by evidence in the additional readings    (Full Points)
	Students does use course ideas to support their position but they do not use information from the additional readings   (some points)

	Students does not use course ideas to support their position but they do use information from the additional readings   (some points)
	Student provides an uninformed opinion citing neither course ideas or additional readings. 
(No points)



